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Notes On Discussions Related To Cuba's Political &amp;
Economic Future
by John Neagle
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Tuesday, March 13, 1990
March 1: At an event in Washington, sponsored by the Center for Development Policy, Jose
Arbesu, head of the Cuban Interests Section, said that Cuba will not experience an anti-communist
movement similar to those of Eastern Europe. Arbesu pointed out that unlike Eastern Europe,
Cuba's revolution was indigenous and not "imposed from abroad." In addition, Cuba differs from
Eastern Europe in that it faced social, economic and political problems that were created as a
result of "57 years of governments allied to North American (US) monopolies...The conditions of
poverty, illiteracy and desperation which were products of colonial relations meant that the only
way to overturn those conditions was to become the owners of our own resources." Arbesu said
the revolution has raised life expectancy, reduced infant mortality and has a solid record in the war
against illiteracy and in cultural development, benefits which are universal and free of charge. He
said, "All of this was made possible because our economy has developed despite a 28-year blockade,
and because of the political will of the Cuban people. What other countries in the Third World can
exhibit such achievements?" Cuban officials are aware that "very serious" difficulties may lie ahead,
said Arbesu. However, he added, there has been no change in Cuba's economic and commercial
relations with the Soviet Union. As an example, he said the two countries agreed recently to add
$250 million worth of new staples into commercial exchange. March 5: In an interview published
by La Hora (Montevideo, Uruguay), Jose Ramon Fernandez, vice president of the Cuban council
of state, said that revolution in the Third World is not only possible, it is inevitable. Fernandez
attended the inauguration of Uruguayan President Luis Alberto Lacalle. According to the Cuban
official, based on Jose Marti's revolutionary work, a multi-party system is alien to the Cuban reality.
On trade with Eastern Europe, he noted that in general it is expected that trade will continue at
a "reasonable level." He added that in talks with all Eastern European governments, the latter
expressed willingness to trade with Cuba. March 7: In a speech, President Fidel Castro said that
efforts are being made to ensure maximum military self-sufficiency. If the US imposes an air and
naval blockade, steps have been taken to guarantee that "all the bullets, all the rifles, the mines,
the grenades, all the arms necessary" are available to fight the enemy, he said. Castro asserted that
any invasion force would spill a "river of blood." Next, the president said Cuba is manufacturing
much of its own weaponry at present, using iron imported from Angola. Special measures will be
required, said Castro, if problems in the Soviet Union lead to a cutoff of oil supplies to Cuba. The
supplies average 12 million tons annually. If Soviet oil supplies drop to say, four million tons, said
Castro, "all construction of schools, d y care centers, health centers and housing would stop. Bus
service in Havana could be reduced from 30,000 trips a day to 10,000. On the farm, mules would
have to replace tractors." March 7: In closing remarks before the fifth congress of the Federation
of Cuban Women, Castro said that the "socialist bloc has disappeared." "Of what socialist bloc
can we speak today? We can speak of the Soviet Union. Fortunately, it exists and is pursuing a
consistent international policy and fights for peace. The Soviet Union has not disintegrated, and
we hope that it will not. No civil war has yet emerged in the Soviet Union, and we hope that it will
not. But the dangers exist and are real." March 11: According to a news analysis article by AP, the
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Cuban government is determined to avoid "free-market" policies, regardless of events in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe. Signs asserting Cuba's commitment to socialism are posted throughout
Havana. Defenses against a possible US invasion have been stepped up. (Basic data from AP,
03/01/90, 03/11/90; Prensa Latina, 03/05/90; Tass, 03/09/90)
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